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Normally I don’t like the new “politically correct” titles
people give to things. What good comes from calling a homeless
person an “Outdoor Citizen”? The fact is, they are still homeless.
There is one politically correct title I do like though. Instead of
using terms like “poor” or “needy”, the new politically correct term
is “people in need”.
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I like that expression because it helps level the playing field
between those who give and those who receive help. The fact is we
are all “people in need”. Jesus once told a group of self-righteous
Pharisees, It is not those who are well who need a physician, but
those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners
to repentance.” (Luke 5:31-32). The truth is that none of us is
righteous before God on our own merits (Romans 3:10). Everyone
is a sinner in need of a Savior. As Christians we have accepted this
fact and placed our trust in Jesus to be that Savior. Therefore we
should be very comfortable identifying ourselves as “people in
need”.
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Paul had to rebuke the prideful Corinthian church by asking,
For who regards you as superior? The embarrassing answer for
the Corinthians was that they were the only ones that considered
themselves superior. Everyone else knew that they were ordinary
forgiven sinners like the rest of us. Paul went on to remind them,
What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive
it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? (1 Cor. 4:7) We
would do well to keep our own needy condition in mind the next
time we have the privilege of helping another person in need.
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