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…so that those who have believed God may be careful to engage in
good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men. Titus 3:8b
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For two weeks this past November I used a little booklet I had written
called Servant’s Journal for my daily devotions. I did it to prepare
spiritually for a service opportunity I was going to participate in with
one of our Love INC Network Churches in mid-December. At the end
of each day’s devotional was a place to write down ways I had been
able to apply the lesson. It just so happened that part of this two week
period fell during Thanksgiving week. During the weekend of that
Thanksgiving Holiday, my family was treated to an all-expenses-paid
stay at a posh resort in Southern California.
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The final devotion in the Servant’s Journal asks the participant to
reflect on what they learned during the previous two weeks. I served
the least at the posh resort—a place designed to serve and pamper its
guests. I served the most the day I spent taking care of sick family
members. Who wants to be pampered at a posh resort? Everybody!
Who wants to take care of sick family members? Nobody! The
insight I received is that normal life provided me the most
opportunities to become like my Savior by serving others. Ironically, I
served the least when I was in “vacation mode” even though I had
100% “discretionary time” during that period.
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In the verse above, Paul encourages Christians to “be careful to
engage in good deeds”. We need the reminder because our old sin
nature would rather live at a posh resort where other people serve us.
Thankfully, for most of us, our daily routine gives us plenty of
opportunities to imitate Jesus by dying to self and serving others.
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